Return
elevate it!  Children are a burden, but an indispensable
burden."
To a Jewish correspondent he declared, "Now I will tell
you that I am not an enemy of the Jews and have never been
one. But their forty centuries of existence, as you say, prove
that this tribe has a prodigious vitality, and that throughout
its history it has been unable to avoid constituting various
states within states." He sent a long message of sympathy to
the Moscow students. "Gentlemen, you ask me: To what
extent are we, students, guilty?' Here is my answer. You are
not guilty of anything. You are merely the children of this
society which you abandon at present, and which is a tissue
of lies. Yet, as our students wrest themselves from this society
and desert it, they do not go to the people, but somewhere
abroad, to Europeanism. . , . And yet our salvation is with
the people."
Dostoevsky's new authority was revealed not only by the
volume of his correspondence but also by his extended social
life. He was invited everywhere and accepted most of the
invitations. His wife, worn out by her bookkeeping work and
the distribution of the periodical, seldom accompanied him
on his visits. In a few years this woman had lost all coquetry,
all ambition. She neglected herself and wore patched dresses,
hoping to be attractive to her husband only by reason of
her "soul" He clumsily tried to restore her liking for elegant,
clothes by writing to her details of the latest fashions. "Do
you know, dear Anna, so and so wore a splendid dress. It
was simply tailored, the right side raised, the back low, but
not dragging on the floor; I forget about the left side, but I
think it too was raised. You must order a similar dress. You
will see how becoming it will be!" Another time he wrote,